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100 North Senate Avenue
Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (855) 463-6848 Eric Holcomb, Governor
Michael Smith, Commissioner 

 

November 20, 2024 

This letter was sent to the listed parties. 

RE: Added Travel Lanes Project 
  Olio Road from 146th Street to 156th Street 

Fall Creek and Wayne Townships, Hamilton County, IN 
  Des. No. 2101733 
  DHPA No. 30058 

Dear Consulting Party,  

The City of Noblesville, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative 
oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with an added travel 
lanes project (Des. No. 2101733).  

This letter is part of the Section 106 review process for this project. Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act requires federal agencies to take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic 
properties. We are requesting comments from you regarding the possible effects of this project. Please use the 
above Des. Number and project description in your reply and your comments will be incorporated into the 
formal environmental study. 
 
A Section 106 early coordination letter was distributed on November 10, 2022. In addition, a letter distributed 
on July 19, 2023 notified consulting parties that a historic property report and archaeology report was available 
for review and comment. Finally, a letter distributed on August 9, 2024 notified consulting parties that an 
effects report and addendum archaeology report was available for review and comment.  

The proposed undertaking is on Olio Road from 146th Street to 156th Street in Hamilton County, Indiana. It is 
within Fall Creek and Wayne Township, Riverwood USGS Topographic Quadrangle, in Section 11, 14, and 23, 
Township 18 North, Range 5 East. The project area can be viewed online at https://arcg.is/jqueP (the Des. No. is 
the most efficient search term once in the CRO - Public Web Map App). 

The need for the project stems from inadequate capacity for the projected vehicular demand along Olio Road 
between 146th and 156th Street. According to the City of Noblesville Road Impact Fee, Zone Improvement Plan 
developed in December 2020, this segment of Olio Road will experience capacity issues within the next 10 
years.  Capacity of a roadway is commonly reported as a level of service (LOS) from A to F, with LOS A being 
the best performing (free flow with >92% minimum speed of 45 mph) and LOS F being the worst performing 
(breakdown flow with 1.0-67% minimum speed of 35 mph). The City of Noblesville has established a minimum 
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acceptable LOS of D for intersections and E for roadway segments. This portion of Olio Road is currently 
operating at an LOS B in the AM and PM peak hour. Development of the area is anticipated to decrease the 
LOS from a B to an F in the next 10 years.  

A secondary need is due to the insufficient geometric design for a major collector roadway. Presently, Olio 
Road between 146th Street and 156th Street, which is partially within the urban area boundary of Noblesville, 
consists of two 10-foot-wide travel lanes with 2-foot-wide aggregate shoulders. Additionally, the Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (IMPO) Traffic Count Map for this section of Olio Road estimated in 2019 
an average annual daily traffic (AADT) volume of 5,253. Given these parameters, and per Figure 53-8 of the 
Indiana Design Manual, the desired geometric design for a collector is 12-foot-wide lanes (11-foot-wide 
minimum) with an 8-foot-wide paved shoulder or 2-foot-wide curb. This section of Olio Road fails to meet the 
minimum geometric design requirements for this classification of a roadway. 

The purpose of the project is to address the inadequate capacity within the Olio Road corridor between 146th 
Street and 156th Street and obtain a minimum acceptable LOS of E during the design year of 2045. In addition, 
the purpose of the project is to bring this section of Olio Road up to current geometric design standards for a 
major collector roadway.

It is proposed that the road will be widened from a two-lane road into a four-lane boulevard. The road will 
consist of four (4) 12-foot lanes with a 20-foot raised grass median. The roadway will have curb and gutter and 
two (2) 10-foot multi-use paths on each side of the road. The design speed of the new road will be 45 mph to 
match the existing posted speed limit. The bridge over Sand Creek will be replaced as part of the project as 
well. The proposed bridge will consist of four (4) 12-foot lanes with two (2) 2-foot shoulders and two (2) 10-
foot multi-use paths. It is anticipated that the new bridge will be approximately 21-feet 8-inches long by 52-feet 
wide with an out-to-out coping of 75-feet. In addition, the intersection of 156th Street and Olio Road will be 
converted into a roundabout. It is anticipated that lighting will be installed at this intersection around the 
roundabout, though the amount of lighting and the location of the lighting is not currently known at this time. 
No lighting is planned for anywhere else within the project area. It is also anticipated that the utility poles on the 
west side of Olio Road will be moved within the right-of-way (ROW), though their exact locations are currently 
not known. The depth of excavation is anticipated to be around 18 feet for the construction of the bridge, 8 feet 
for the utility pole relocation work, and 18 inches for the curb and gutter work.  

Since the distribution of the effects report on August 9, 2024, the right-of-way (ROW) has been further refined. 
It is anticipated that 16.84 acres of permanent and 10.11 acres of temporary ROW will be acquired along with 
4.79 acres of a drainage easement.  

Lochmueller Group is under contract with the City of Noblesville to advance the environmental documentation 
for the referenced project. Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRA) has been subcontracted to complete the 
below-ground Section 106 documentation for the project. 

In accordance with 36 CFR 800.2(c), you were invited to become a consulting party as part of the Section 106 
process, or you are hereby invited to become a consulting party as part of the Section 106 process. Entities that 
have previously accepted consulting party status--as well as additional entities that are currently being invited to 
become consulting parties--are identified in the attached list.  

The Section 106 process involves efforts to identify historic properties potentially affected by the undertaking, 
to assess the undertaking’s effects and to seek ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects on 
historic properties. For more information regarding the protection of historic resources, please see the Advisory 
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Council on Historic Preservation’s guide: Protecting Historic Properties: A Citizen’s Guide to Section 106 
Review available online at https://www.achp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017-01/CitizenGuide.pdf.  

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is the area in which the proposed project may cause alterations in the 
character or use of historic resources. The APE contains no resources listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). 
 
A historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards identified and 
evaluated above-ground resources within the APE for potential eligibility for the NRHP. As a result of the 
historic property identification and evaluation efforts, the Wiseman Farm (IHSSI #057-541-40032) and the 
Hair-Whitaker Farm (Lochmueller #4) were determined to be eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
 
With regard to archaeological resources, an archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards identified four (4) sites within the project area. As a result of these efforts, the portions 
of sites 12H1974, 12H1975, and 12H1977 within the survey area were recommended as not eligible for listing 
in the NRHP and no further work is recommended for those portions within the survey area. Portions of those 
sites outside the survey area have been marked “Environmentally Sensitive Area Do Not Disturb” on the plans. 
The small portion of Site 12H1976 where an anomalous shovel test occurred will be outside the construction 
limits for the undertaking and as such no ground disturbance will occur at that location. No ground disturbing 
activities will occur near that area and it has been marked on the plans as “Environmentally Sensitive Area Do 
Not Disturb.” 

The Finding/800.11 Documentation is available for review in IN SCOPE at http://erms12c.indot.in.gov/
Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). You are invited to 
review these documents and to respond with comments on any cultural resource impacts incurred as a result of 
this project. We also welcome your related opinions and other input to be considered in the preparation of the 
environmental document. If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your 
request within seven (7) days. 

Please review the information and comment within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt. If you indicate that you 
do not desire to be a consulting party or if you have not previously accepted consulting party status and you do 
not respond to this letter, you will not be included on the list of consulting parties for this project and will not 
receive further information about the project unless the design changes. 

All future responses regarding the proposed project, including questions concerning specific project details, 
should be forwarded to: 

Hannah Blad
Historian/106 Specialist 
Lochmueller Group 
112 W. Jefferson Boulevard, Suite 500 
South Bend, IN 46601 
hblad@lochgroup.com  
574-334-5487 

Tribal Nation representatives please respond to INDOT’s Acting Tribal Liaison, Matt Coon
mcoon@indot.in.gov; (317-697-9752) with any responses pertaining to this project including to provide 
INDOT/Indiana FHWA additional information about Tribal resources/concerns and questions/comments 
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regarding cultural resources. The FHWA point of contact is Kari Carmany-George at 
K.CarmanyGeorge@dot.gov (317-226-5629). 

Sincerely, 

Matthew S. Coon, Manager 
Cultural Resources Office
Environmental Services

   
Distribution List: 

State Historic Preservation Officer
Indiana Landmarks – Central Regional Office
Delaware Nation of Oklahoma 
Delaware Tribe of Indians
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Shawnee Tribe
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December 20, 2024

Hannah Blad
Historian/106 Specialist
Lochmueller Group
112 W. Jefferson Boulevard, Suite 500
South Bend, Indiana  46601

Federal Agency:
on behalf of Federal Highway Administration, Indiana Division

Re: ,
Highway Administration, for the Olio Road from 146th Street to 156th Street Widening Project,
proposed for areas located in Hamilton County, Indiana (Des. No. 2101733; DHPA No. 30058)

Dear Ms. Blad:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108), 36 C.F.R. Part 
800, and (PA) Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Indiana Department of 
Transportation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer Regarding 
the Implementation of the Federal Aid Highway Program In the State of Indiana the staff of the Indiana State Historic 
Preservation Officer viewed your November 20, 2024, submission,
and supporting documentation, and which was received by our office November 20, 2024, for the above-referenced project,
which is proposed for areas located in the City of Noblesville, Hamilton County, Indiana.

As previously stated, we note that according to the effects report (Blad, August 9, 2024) a 10-foot-wide sidewalk will be 
constructed along the project area on both sides of Olio Road. It is our understanding that no portion of the sidewalk will be
built within the recommended N -
541-40032), though grading for the sidewalk will take place within the recommended NRHP boundary to allow for the 
construction of the sidewalk. Additionally, our understanding is that lighting for the sidewalk is not included in the scope of 

front 
of the Wiseman Farm next to the Given the visual impacts to the setting of the Wiseman Farm (IHSSI #057-
541-40032) by the project adding a sidewalk on both sides of Olio Road and the expansion of the roadway, we request 
that if lighting becomes a part of this project, or future projects, that our office be provided with this updated 
information as this may add to the visual impacts of the project on the Wiseman Farm (IHSSI #057-541-40032).

For our comments regarding archaeological resources within the original portions of the proposed project area, please see our 
August 21, 2024, response letter to you.

Additionally, in terms of archaeological resources, as previously indicated, based on the submitted information and the 
documentation available to the staff of the Indiana DNR-DHPA, we have not identified any currently known archaeological 
resources listed in or eligible for inclusion in the NRHP within the additional portions of the proposed project area; and we 
concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, as expressed in the (addendum) Indiana Archaeological Short Report (Rusche and 
Kelley 08/05/2024), that no further archaeological investigations appear necessary at those areas of the proposed project area.

If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or 
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and Indiana Code 14-21-1-29) requires that the discovery be 
reported to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology within two (2) 
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business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. Be advised that adherence to Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and Indiana 
Code 14-21-1-29 does not obviate the need to adhere to applicable federal statutes and regulations, including but not limited to 
36 C.F.R. Part 800.

Accordingly, November 19, 2024, , ,
for this federal undertaking. Additionally, FHWA hereby intends to issue a
#057-541-40032), pursuant to SAFETEA-LU, thereby satisfying
property.

Giffin.  However, if you have a question about the Section 106 process, please contact initially the INDOT Cultural Resources
staff members who are assigned to this project.

In all future correspondence about the Olio Road from 146th Street to 156th Street Widening Project, which is proposed for 
areas located in the City of Noblesville, Hamilton County, Indiana (Des. No. 2101733), please refer to DHPA No. 30058.

Very truly yours,

Beth K. McCord
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

BKM:TLG:WTT:wtt

emc:  Matt Coon, Ph.D., Indiana Department of Transportation
Susan Branigin, Indiana Department of Transportation
Kelyn Alexander, Indiana Department of Transportation
Hannah Blad, Lochmueller Group
Toni Lynn Giffin, Indiana DNR-DHPA
Wade T. Tharp, Indiana DNR-DHPA
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